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what significance could these words have if Stella were
still free ? Stella, throughout two-thirds of the series
(after No. xxxiii.), makes no concealment of her love
for Astrophel; and yet she persistently repels his
ardent wooing. Why should she have done so, if she
was at liberty to obey her father's deathbed wish and
marry him ? It may here be objected that the reasons
for the breaking off of her informal engagement to
Sidney are not known ; both he and she were possibly
conscious that the marriage could not take place. To
this I answer that a wife's refusal of a lover's advances
differs from a maiden's; and Stella's refusal in the
poems is clearly, to my mind at least, that of a married
woman. Sidney, moreover, does not hint at unkind
fate or true love hindered in its course by insurmount-
able obstacles. He has, on the other hand, plenty to
say about the unworthy husband, Stella's ignoble bond-
age, and Lord Rich's jealousy.

But, it has been urged, we are not sure that we
possess the sonnets and songs of Astrophel and Stella in
their right order. May we not conjecture that they
were either purposely or unintelligently shuffled by the
publisher, who surreptitiously obtained copies of the
loose sheets'? And again, will not close inspection of
the text reveal local and temporal allusions, by means
of which we shall be able to assign some of the more
compromising poems to dates before Penelope's
marriage 1

There are two points here for consideration, which
I will endeavour to treat separately. The first edition
of Astrophel and Stella was printed in 1591 by Thomas
Newman. Where this man obtained his manuscriptwn getting,
